
CONNECT GUIDE

WALLACE MEMORIAL
BAPTIST CHURCH

PART 1

Composed By: Chase Campbell
Designed By: Jarred Morgan



AS WE BEGIN
A READING PLAN

WEEK 1 
•	 Day 1: James 1
•	 Day 2: James 2
•	 Day 3: James 3
•	 Day 4: James 4
•	 Day 5: James 5

WEEK 3 
•	 Day 1: 1 John 1
•	 Day 2: 1 John 2
•	 Day 3: 1 John 3
•	 Day 4: 1 John 4
•	 Day 5: 1 John 5

WEEK 2  
•	 Day 1: 1 Peter 1
•	 Day 2: 1 Peter 2
•	 Day 3: 1 Peter 3
•	 Day 4: 1 Peter 4
•	 Day 5: 1 Peter 5

WEEK 4  
•	 Day 1: James 1
•	 Day 2: James 2
•	 Day 3: James 3
•	 Day 4: James 4
•	 Day 5: James 5Sayyid
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WEEK ONE
DAY 1: JAMES 1
UUPG Prayer Focus: Khairwar in India / French in United 

Kingdom

The book of James has been referred to by many people as 

the “Proverbs of the New Testament.” This is because James 

contains so many short direct statements that drive us to 

practical application of Christian living.  In fact this mentality 

can best be summed up by a verse in James chapter 1. Verse 

22 of chapter 1 says “But be doers of the word and not hearers 

only, deceiving yourselves.”  This is an excellent verse for you 

to memorize, it’s one of our core values here at Wallace, and 

it’s the verse that’s going to drive the focus of our devotional 

reading for the next 12 weeks. 

Each day we will read a New Testament chapter, then take 

one verse from James and focus on how we are going to live 

that verse out… today! Not as a theory, not thinking about 

how someone else could do it, not merely nodding in ascent. 

Each day we’ll take the practical every day wisdom and 

focus on exactly how we’re going to be doers of the word, 

not just hearers. We will also focus on sharing the lessons 

and experiences we have through  this process as an act 

of evangelism. This will take an intentional commitment on 

the part of every single reader. There are times it won’t be 

convenient. There will be times where James steps on our toes 



and calls us to do better. In the end however, it will be worth 

it to push through, get closer to Jesus, and live out our faith in 

a real and tangible way.

Today’s focus verse: James 1:22

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 2: JAMES 2
UUPG Prayer Focus: Saudi Arabs in United Arab Emirates / 

Modaks in India

	

James 1:2-3 says “Consider it great joy my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you experience various trials, because you 

know that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” 

This is an easy verse to agree with, but a difficult verse to 

live out. For something to be a trial in our life, it’s necessarily 

an inconvenience at the least. At most it could mean going 

through a life changing event. This is why we need to face 

every trial as an act of faith, and take time to analyze and 

grow from the small ones. It’s just like lifting a weight. That 

10 pound dumbbell can seem tedious, but we have to train 

ourselves with small weights if we ever hope to lift the big 
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ones. Those 50 pound dumbbells are impossible unless you’ve 

put the time in with the 10s… and the 15s… and the 25s….

In the same way small trials teach us how to react in faith, 

lean into our dependence on Jesus, and live by The Spirit. The 

everyday irritations and tedium are often what’s preparing 

us for the most difficult things we will ever face. Normally 

we aren’t very good at rejoicing in the daily inconvenience 

of trials, but James is asking us to shift our perspective and 

embrace them as a gift because of how they are training us to 

think in spiritual terms. So what trial will you rejoice in today? 

Traffic? Laundry? That annoying co-worker that seems to be 

completely unaware? Whatever small thing you endure, take 

the time to rejoice, and most importantly learn from it.

Today’s focus verse: James 1:2-3

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 3: JAMES 3
UUPG Prayer Focus: Kanu in Nepal / Kazakh in Turkmenistan

Have you ever looked at an instruction manual and just ended 

up more confused about your task? Maybe you wanted to learn 
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how to do something, so you watched a youtube video, and by 

the middle of that video you were completely overwhelmed. It 

might even be that the video made sense, but when you tried 

to do it yourself it was way harder than it looked. You had the 

knowledge from reading. You knew the steps from watching. 

You just didn’t have the wisdom that comes from practical 

experience. 

As Christians we are always unlearning our sinful behavior 

patterns so we can repent, let the Spirit change us, and slowly 

make our lives look more like Jesus. We read the Bible, we 

hear the sermon, we may have even seen people live it out 

as examples, but when we don’t have the practical wisdom 

of experience it can seem like we’re just fumbling through the 

Christian life. This is why James tells us to ask God for wisdom. 

Chapter 1 verse 5 tells us that we should ask for wisdom 

because God loves to give that wisdom in a generous way. 

He also happens to say this right after talking about how trials 

produce endurance and strengthen our faith. 

God doesn’t just download wisdom into our brains like we’re a 

smartphone. We read the steps, watch examples in our lives, 

and then we let the Spirit guide us as we gain the practical 

experience of living out what the Bible tells us. Yeah, it’s going 

to be difficult and uncomfortable the first time, but it will get 

better. That first Ikea shelf you put together was probably 

really confusing and frustrating, but by the 3rd or 4th shelf 

you’ve probably picked up a few tricks. Are you willing to seek 
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wisdom about Christian living in the same way?

Today’s focus verse: James 1:5

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 4: JAMES 4
UUPG Prayer Focus: Jarkhandi Julaha in India / Deaf 

Cambodians in Cambodia

Everything we have here on this Earth is temporary. This led 

Solomon to despair and declare that everything is vanity. He 

even called it “a great evil” that the wealthy person would 

have to leave their possessions for someone else to enjoy. 

James, however, has a very different take on the matter. 

James 1:9-10 tells us that the person who has very little should 

rejoice, because they have nothing to distract themselves 

from depending on Jesus. He also tells us that the wealthy 

person should rejoice because he’s going to lose everything? 

That second one seems a lot harder to deal with. 

James tells the rich man to rejoice in his “humiliation” because 

nothing on this Earth has anywhere near the value of getting 

even one step closer to Jesus. Being wealthy gives us access 

to comfort, a false sense of security, and most notably it gives 



7

us access to distraction. The book of James will often make us 

uncomfortable if we try to cling to our 21st century western 

view of economic security. James calls us to be generous and 

break the hold that wealth has over our direction in life. He 

calls us to reject the false security and temporary validation of 

riches. Most importantly, he calls us to rearrange our priorities 

and set aside our greed to pursue Jesus instead. 

Today’s focus verse: James 1:9-10

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

 

DAY 5: JAMES 5
UUPG Prayer Focus: Arabs in Australia / Idaksahak in Mali

“Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look 

after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 

unstained from the world.”  Have you ever heard someone use 

the phrase “God helps those who help themselves?” Most of us 

have heard this phrase, but you’ve not heard it in our sermons 

or devotionals. That’s because it’s not true! It’s also not in the 



Bible. In fact the whole point of Christianity is that God sent 

Jesus because there was absolutely nothing we could do to 

help ourselves. Jesus literally came to rescue those who could 

do nothing about their problems.

That’s why living out our faith looks like taking care of people 

who are in tough situations. In the ancient world orphans 

and widows were not only in the midst of a terrible emotional 

tragedy, they also had no way of providing for themselves. (No 

way, outside of crime, but clearly we’re not offering that as an 

option.) Too many in the church today reject generosity for 

those in need as “an entitlement,” or “a handout.” We should 

be thankful that Jesus didn’t have this attitude in regard to 

our salvation. So today, let’s follow the example of Jesus and 

find someone in a difficult situation to whom we can offer 

immediate, tangible, practical help. After all, James tells us in 

Scripture that this is what it looks like to be a doer of the word.

Today’s focus verse: James 1:27 

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:
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This week we focused on practical application from the 
book of James in our devotions. We learned about how 
James is urging New Testament Christians to let their 
faith produce the type of action that publicly aligns the 
church with the character of Jesus. Today your campus 
pastor will focus on how James tells us to approach trials 
when facing them, and how we should be thankful for 
the maturity they create in us. Make a special effort to 
apply your campus pastor’s teaching to whatever trial 
you’re enduring right now, and share that with your 
Connect group.

ACTION STEP

How will I live out the action step this week?
 

WEEK ONE: JAMES 1:1-18
DISCUSSION GUIDE: JUNE 14, 2026
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SERMON NOTES
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CONNECT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: WEEK 1
•	 Have you ever faced something truly difficult, and still 

been a little excited about it? What was the situation? Why 
did the challenge or difficulty peak your interest? James 
tells us to consider it great joy when we face various trials. 
What do you do to adjust your attitude when facing a trial?

•	 Chapter 1 verse 5 tells us that if we ask God for wisdom 
then He will give it to us generously. Have you ever asked 
God for wisdom? How do we acquire wisdom from God? 
What does that look like in our day to day lives?

•	 In verse 12 James says that we are “blessed” when we 
endure trials. What types of blessings do we receive from 
trials? What does enduring or succeeding in a trail look like 
for a Christian? What does failure look like?

•	 Verses 6-8 tell us about the character of a person who 
doubts. All of us have dealt with doubt from time to time. 
What types of situations cause you to doubt your faith, or 
at least your understanding of it? How can we be reassured 
and encouraged when we do experience doubt?

•	 The book of James is all about direct action. What is one 
thing from this week that you’ll be putting into practice 
immediately?
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WEEK TWO
DAY 1: 1 PETER 1; JAMES 1:2-12
UUPG Prayer Focus: Bairagi in India / Bania in India

Have you ever watched a courtroom drama, or maybe read a 
detective novel? You’ll notice that in those stories, one of the 
best tactics to discover the truth is to ask multiple people the 
same question and see if their stories line up. We can apply 
the exact same methodology to the Bible. In James 1, he tells 
us that we should “count it joy” when we experience trials 
because our faith is being tested and we can become mature. 
In a separate letter, to a separate audience, Peter says the 
exact same thing.

In 1 Peter 1, he explains that not only are we being “refined” by 
our trials, but that we should not worry, because it’s not our 
performance in those trials that saves us. The power of God 
Himself is what holds us in His grace, not our actions. Going 
through a trial doesn’t mean we’re being graded on how we 
perform, it means we’re learning how to depend on grace 
and change our perspective to something less temporary and 
more eternal. So today, every time you feel guilt, shame, or 
weariness just remember that you’re not being tested on your 
morality. You are just being given the opportunity to depend 
more on Jesus. Let the pressure fall away, and be thankful that 
our growth and our eternal destiny rely on Jesus’ perfection 
and not our blundering incompetence. 
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Today’s focus verse: James 1:2-12 

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 2: 1 PETER 2; JAMES 1:2-4
UUPG Prayer Focus: Sayyid in India / Wenma Zhuang in China 

As you continue to read in 1 Peter this week I hope you see 

how closely James and Peter align on exactly how the church 

should behave. 1 Peter 2:11 says that we should abstain from 

the sinful desires that wage war against our souls. James 2 

points out that one of those sinful desires is “favoritism.” 

Specifically, James calls out how sinful it is that churches would 

show preference to the wealthy instead of treating everyone 

equally. 

As 21st century westerners we often see wealth as a sign of 

success, divine favor, or work ethic. The Bible however warns 

us that wealth is a dangerous temptation. If we can address 

all of our needs with what we have, we can quickly forget 

how much we depend on God. Wealth isn’t evil in and of 

itself, but what it offers poses great danger to the growth of 

someone trying to follow Jesus. “So do we ban all rich people 

from the church?” No, absolutely not. The sin isn’t wealth, it’s 
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favoritism. We just have to remember that every single person 

is an equal in the church. There are no VIPs. There is no target 

audience. To prefer any economic status, cultural alignment, 

racial background, age range, or anything else would mean 

we’re abandoning the Gospel to be a community center, a 

business, or a nationalist cult. 

So what do we do? That’s easy. Just treat any person who 

walks through the door with the same kindness, grace, and 

care as everyone else. Yes, we’re all different, but when we 

come to church we are all equalized by the fact that we’re just 

sinners in need of Jesus.

Today’s focus verse: James 2:1-4

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 3: 1 PETER 3; JAMES 2:14
UUPG Prayer Focus: Serbs in Austria / Maalia in Sudan

A major theme in the book of James is that our faith must be 
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the type of faith that produces action. If we claim to have 

faith, but we don’t think we have to act, change, or apply 

that faith then it’s something we think about, not something 

we actually believe. It would be like a doctor offering you 

medicine for an illness, then thinking that you’ll be healed just 

by agreeing with the doctor. No, if we really believed what 

that doctor said we would actually take the medicine. True 

belief always produces action.

Peter takes this concept even further. He warns the church 

that they might be persecuted for their faith and for the 

good works that faith produces. He encourages them not to 

be afraid or intimidated, but to simply “go on doing good.” To 

do good in the face of evil and oppression is a testimony to 

our trust in God’s power, and our dedication to following Him 

instead of this world. Yeah, you might pay a social cost for 

being kind to an outcast, but it’s better to be accepted by God 

and shunned by the world. Yeah, people might think you’re 

crazy for giving up your vacation to go on a mission trip, but 

vacation ends Monday while that mission trip changes you 

forever. Yeah, you might have to give up some luxuries to be 

generous, but you can’t take it with you anyway.  How are 

you going to follow Jesus in the face of worldly intimidation 

this week?

Today’s focus verse: James 2:14

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:
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This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 4: 1 PETER 4; JAMES 4:1-4
UUPG Prayer Focus: Sudhi in Nepal / Kati Nuristani in 

Afghanistan

The beginning of our two passages today give us the same 

exhortation from a slightly different angle. Peter reminds the 

first century believer that they should expect to experience 

some suffering because of their desire to live a Christian life. 

Why? Because this world loves to the desires of sinful nature. 

Laws are skewed to protect the wealthy. Entertainment 

is designed to appeal to sinful desires. New idolatries are 

invented so they can be sold to us every day.  Quite simply, 

the follower of Christ will always be left out of this world if 

they are pursuing the kingdom of God. 

James talks about personal passions and desires as well. His 

argument in the beginning of chapter 4 tells us that it’s our 

unregulated selfish desire that creates all the suffering in this 

world. The world is built around sinful urges, but the kingdom 

of God is built around the Holy Spirit guiding us to His will. 

There’s no way we can do both at the same time. The world 

will hate us when we don’t validate their greed, their lust, 

and their pride. The Spirit won’t allow these traits to continue 

without intense conviction. So what do we do? We need to 
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make up our minds on which kingdom we are pursuing. We 

can’t sit on the fence because these two worlds are headed in 

very different directions.

Today’s focus verse: James 4:1-4

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 5: 1 PETER 5; JAMES 4:6; PROVERBS 3:34
UUPG Prayer Focus: Lebanese in Saudi Arabia / Konongo in 

Tanzania 

This week we’ve been comparing 1 Peter and James to show 

how consistent the New Testament church actually was 

with their teaching. Having seen how consistent they are, 

it’s no surprise they both quote the same verse from the Old 

Testament in their books.  Proverbs 3:34 says “God resists the 

proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 

Adam and Eve ate the fruit because “they wanted to be like 

God.” The people built the Tower of Babel to “extend to the 

Heavens.” Israel thought they could silence Jesus. Rome 
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thought they could kill Jesus. Human pride has been the 

source of corruption since the beginning. With this warning 

being so commonly repeated, let’s ask ourselves: Where is my 

pride preventing me from following God today?

Today’s focus verse: James 4:6

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:
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This week in our devotional reading we compared James 
to 1 Peter. We found that the message from these two 
leaders of the New Testament Church was completely 
consistent. By hearing the same teaching reasserted 
through different voices we can be assured that we are 
following the correct path. Today your campus pastor will 
walk you through what it means to put action behind your 
faith. Listen to the actions steps your pastor gives you to 
bring your faith to life, and try to make specific personal 
applications for yourself. The more specific and personal 
you can be the more likely it will become a reality!

ACTION STEP

How will I live out the action step this week?
 

WEEK TWO: JAMES 1:19-27
DISCUSSION GUIDE: JUNE 21, 2026
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SERMON NOTES
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CONNECT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: WEEK 2
•	 Have you ever heard something and immediately forgotten 

it? Like when someone tells you their name and it just.. 

Slips? Maybe you’ve forgotten what you’re doing in the 

middle of doing it? I often stand in the pantry for whole 

minutes just wondering why I came in there. What’s it like 

to hear and then forget? How do you remind yourself of 

what you were thinking or doing?

•	 In verse 19, James tells us that we should be quick to listen, 

slow to speak, and slow to anger. How can we train and 

remind ourselves to listen more? How can we be slower to 

speak and practice our restraint? Why do so many people 

practice these things in person but then abandon them 

when interacting on the internet?

•	 James tells us that we are “deceiving ourselves” if we don’t 

obey Scripture. What are we deceiving ourselves about 

when we fail to act on our faith? What consequences could 

that have?

•	 What have you recently changed in your life after hearing 

something from Scripture? What are you planning on 

changing or doing differently from what you’ve learned 

today?
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WEEK THREE
DAY 1: 1 JOHN 1; JAMES 3:13-18
UUPG Prayer Focus: Suafa Bedouin in Algeria / Talysh in Iran

After last week we know that Peter and James agree about 

how followers of Jesus should be living, but what about the 

other writers of Scripture? This week we’ll also be looking at 1 

John, The first chapter of 1 John is a concise description of how 

the message is passed. John essentially says; “we heard about 

God from Jesus, the Holy Spirit revealed it to us, and then we 

told all of you.” John is making sure the reader knows that the 

message of the church is the wisdom and understanding of 

God Himself. It is His character revealed in human flesh in the 

person of Jesus. The word of the Apostles and of Scripture 

pass that same knowledge along to us.

In James 3, we are told that this wisdom necessarily drives 

the believer to action. James says that when we understand 

who God is we will put away our selfish desires because we 

then realize His ways are better. Not only will our actions 

change, but our attitude and approach will change as well. 

The wisdom of God will always brings peace, while human 

desire will always create struggle. So today, as you go about 

your business, don’t just think about what you’re doing, but 

ask yourself: “is the way I’m doing this a reflection of God’s 

love, mercy and peace?”
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Today’s focus verse: James 3:13-18

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 2: 1 JOHN 2; JAMES 2:14-19
UUPG Prayer Focus: Deaf Cameroonians in Cameroon / Deaf 

Mozambicans in Mazambique

Today we come back to a familiar refrain. John says that we 

will know we are living according to the will of God if we keep 

His commands. This seems almost too simple. If we believe that 

Jesus is who He says He is then we will do what He says. If 

the Holy Spirit is really changing us then our lives will always 

continue to look more like Jesus. Yeah, we’re gonna mess up, 

but when we do we should be experiencing conviction from 

the Holy Spirit and reaching back to God for mercy. If instead 

we have a list of “why it was necessary,” then we might need 

to reevaluate who we are following.

James says the same thing in chapter 2 of his book. God inspired 

the faith that lives in us to be a testimony of His character. If 

our faith isn’t producing good works that point attention and 

praise to God, then it’s not Christianity. Just saying we agree 



with God isn’t enough. We have to trust in His authority and 

power enough to embrace the change the Holy Spirit is making 

in our lives. It might not be fun, but today, let’s ask ourselves 

this question: What have I done this week to show God’s glory 

to the world? No, sharing a social media post doesn’t count. 

What have we actually done, in person, for someone else, to 

reveal the kingdom of God to this world?

Today’s focus verse: James 2:14-19

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 3: 1 JOHN 3; JAMES 4:4
UUPG Prayer Focus: Omani Arabs in Saudi Arabia / Bania in 

India

 When we just read a verse a day, maybe a whole chapter 

here and there, we can miss some very important themes. 

It’s not until we compare multiple different passages to see 

how they are alike that we end up understanding how certain 

repeated themes give us an emphasis of focus. In 1 John 3, he 

tells us not to be surprised when the world hates us. He even 

references Cain, and how Cain killed Abel just for pleasing 
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God. When we seek to please God it won’t validate the world 

and they will hate us for it.

James tells us that this schism is inevitable. We can choose 

to be people of the world, or we can choose to be people of 

God. We can’t just take the parts of each one that we like 

and create our own tailored version. James goes as far as 

to say that if we befriend the world, we become enemies of 

God. (James 4:4) Does that mean we hate people who aren’t 

Christians? Of course not! Jesus gave up His life for them. We 

must absolutely love them and have compassion, but we have 

to do so while following the heart, and the conduct of Jesus.

Today’s focus verse: James 4:4

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 4: 1 JOHN 4; JAMES 3:13-18
UUPG Prayer Focus: Kudubi in India / Palestinian Arabs in 

Egypt

Sometimes things are so simple they are easy to overlook. 

John gives us a very clear litmus test to discern whether or 
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not something is from God. Does it glorify Jesus? Many people 

came in and out of the New Testament church peddling false 

doctrines. Some people would say that Jesus was just a Spirit, 

but that’s not what He said about Himself. Some would come 

in and say He was just a good rabbi, but Jesus told us that He 

was God in the flesh. John tells us that the easiest way to spot 

a false teacher is by whether or not they agree with, imitate, 

and glorify Jesus.

James says that our conduct should do the same. If we know 

who Jesus is then we need to change the way we live and 

imitate Him. James tells us that if we really “get it” we will be 

selfless, gentle, and peace loving. These are traits that affirm 

and glorify Jesus. If we claim to follow Jesus but we act with 

pride and selfishness then we too have become false teachers 

with our examples.

Today’s focus verse: James 4:13-18

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:
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DAY 5: 1 JOHN 5; JAMES 5:13-18
UUPG Prayer Focus: Dubasiyin in Sudan / Assyrians in Sweden

 If you trust God so much then why aren’t you bringing all your 

concerns to Him? Oh, that’s not me asking that question, it’s 

both James and John in chapter 5 of their respective books 

who are asking this question. Chapter 5 of James and Chapter 

5 of 1 John both talk about how we should be approaching 

God in prayer. Both say we should have immense confidence 

in our requests… as long as we are asking for what God wants 

for us.

Most interestingly, James and John both focus on the idea of 

praying for those who fall into sin. I pray for health, I pray for 

safety, I pray for people to get saved, but I have to admit… 

I don’t often pray for my fellow believer’s struggles with sin. 

Perhaps our western individualist mindset has told us too 

often that someone else’s sin is “none of our business,” but 

both James and John tell us here that we should pray for our 

fellow believers and their conduct. No, this shouldn’t be your 

excuse to gossip during prayer request time, but it should be 

something you take privately to God, and perhaps something 

you can even follow up with that person about, provided you 

take time to build trust with them. So… who are you praying 

for today?
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Today’s focus verse: James 5:13-18

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:
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This week in our devotions we compared the writing of 
James to the letter of 1 John. We found that once again, the 
New Testament writers were consistent in their message 
and the reiteration of specific themes. Like James, John 
focused on how true faith produces action.  Today, your 
campus pastor will talk about how we can recognize and 
avoid favoritism in how we treat people when they enter 
our churches. Try and come up with specific applications 
about how you can let go of your personal preferences 
for the good of the church.

ACTION STEP

How will I live out the action step this week?
 

WEEK THREE: JAMES 2:1-13
DISCUSSION GUIDE: JUNE 28, 2026
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SERMON NOTES
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CONNECT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: WEEK 3

•	 Have you ever been in a situation where you obviously 

weren’t appreciated? Maybe you showed up at a bad 

time to someone’s house? Maybe you were disregarded 

by a restaurant? Maybe you’re already having flashbacks 

to not being one of the cool kids in high school? How did 

being left out and looked down upon make you feel?

•	 In verses 2 and 3 James specifically calls out the appearance 

of wealth as a dividing force in how we treat people? Why 

are we often tempted to treat wealthy people with more 

respect? How can we specifically avoid this error in our 

church, and in our Connect groups? How do we correct 

someone when they show favoritism towards those who 

appear wealthy?

•	 While James points out wealth specifically, there are lots 

of reasons people practice the sin of favoritism in our 

churches today. What are some common preferences that 

are shown in churches and how can we address them? 

Come up with several different examples, and several 

different ways to combat each of these errors.

•	 How can we create an atmosphere that makes everyone 

feel included, regardless of their differences? How are we 

“loving our neighbor” by making people feel welcomed in 

our churches?
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WEEK FOUR
DAY 1: JAMES 1
UUPG Prayer Focus: Bhoi in India / Bisa in Ivory Coast

Addiction is a massive problem in our world. Many of us have 

had loved ones who have suffered from substance addictions, 

and we know the pain that causes. There are also a growing 

number of people who suffer from psychological addictions. 

These aren’t about chemical withdrawal, but about an 

uncontrolled desire that we can never seem to satisfy. Things 

like pornography and online shopping often become emotional 

balances for something we lack in our day to day lives. Perhaps 

the most insidious, and rapidly multiplying addiction though…

is to rage. 

If you’ve spent even a few minutes on social media, you’ll 

notice that even some of the kindest people you’ll meet in 

person completely lose all their inhibitions on the internet. They 

are using racial slurs, celebrating someone’s downfall, or for 

some reason ranting about American culture in the local news 

comments section. This outburst causes us to feel a deep sense 

of emotion that can often be lacking in the tedium of day to 

day life, so it’s no wonder we get addicted. 

James however, tells us to get over ourselves. Why are we 

enraged? Because we think we’re judge when we’re not. 
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We fail to see nuance because we don’t listen, we speak as 

quickly and aggressively as possible, and worst of all we feel 

validated because we think our rage has set the world back 

on the right course. James 1:19-20 make sure we know that we 

are not as wise or as courageous as we think we are, so next 

time let’s put down the keyboard and try to remember that we 

are here to bring people to the Kingdom of God, not create 

our own.

Today’s focus verse: James 1:19-20

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 2: JAMES 2
UUPG Prayer Focus: Shuweihat in Sudan / Vlax Romani in 

Germany

Throughout the generations, churches have all struggled 

with one particular difficulty: People interacting with other 

people. Everything is really easy, right up to the point that 

a second person and a second set of opinions walks into the 

room. A significant portion of the New Testament is devoted 

to addressing conflict between Jews and Gentiles. Church 

history is basically a tale of churches splitting over disputes. 
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Now in 21st century America, we even want everyone in our 

church to be the exact same as us. We’ve been convinced it’s 

ok to use marketing ideas like a “target demographic” or a 

“preferred age group.” There are even churches who operate 

on what’s called “the homogeneity principle” that says we can 

only reach people en masse if they are similar.

James has no time for this desire. He makes sure we know in the 

beginning of chapter 2 preferring one person over another is 

a rejection of how God sees humanity. When we make foolish 

distinctions like preferring people of a certain age, a certain 

culture, or even a certain economic class we are hijacking the 

church and turning it into little more than another country club. 

So, next time you see someone in church that has absolutely 

nothing in common with you… introduce yourself and thank 

them for joining.

Today’s focus verse: James 2:1-4

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:
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DAY 3: JAMES 3
UUPG Prayer Focus: Ansari-Momin in India / Gurma in Benin

I would say there are two types of people who read James 

3. Those who feel like they just got their toes stepped on… 

and those who won’t admit they just got their toes stepped 

on. This is just one more reminder that the problems we deal 

with most often come back to our broken human nature. They 

aren’t new, they’re just the same problems the first century 

was dealing with repackaged in technology.  James was only 

having to worry about what was said in person, but now we 

find ourselves having to deal with that as well as what was 

said via text message, email, direct message, comment, and 

by whatever other means of communication we come up with 

next week. 

Yes, we should watch what we say, but just being strategic 

about where and how we speak isn’t enough. Yes, we should 

speak kindly, but a fake word is easier to spot than an orange 

road cone in a snow field.  James’ point here isn’t that we need 

to change our words but that our words are the overflow of 

our heart, and we need Jesus to change us from the inside 

out. So next time you hear gossip, trash talk, or slander don’t 

go along, but remind your fellow church member that they are 

talking about someone who Jesus died for, just like them.

Today’s focus verse: James 3:10
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This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 4: JAMES 4
UUPG Prayer Focus: Kuranko in Guinea / Lebanese Arabs in 

Kuwait

What if I told you that the entire message of Ecclesiastes was 

summed up in just a few sentences in the book of James? “Wait 

seriously? Didn’t we spend like 2 months and barely scratch 

the surface of Ecclesiastes?” Yes, you’re absolutely right, and 

there is vast wisdom to be found in pondering the words of 

the teacher in Ecclesiastes, but the simple truth Solomon was 

looking for is also found in James 4. 

James tells us not to put too much stock in our own plans 

because we are little more than a vapor. Yes, vapor. The same 

word as vanity or futility in Ecclesiastes. Solomon searched 

and tried everything he could do in his own power and 

ultimately gave into despair. James, however, points out that 

our lives would  all be absurd except for God’s guidance on 

them. We put a lot of stock in “5 year plans” but James tells us 

to hold those plans loosely and be ready to be used by God. 
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So let’s not think too highly of our own agendas and always be 

ready to divert our attention to the Kingdom, because there is 

nothing more urgent.

Today’s focus verse: James 4:13-17

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:

DAY 5: JAMES 5
UUPG Prayer Focus: Northern Teke in Gabon / Taabwa in 

Zambia

What makes you feel safe? For some people that question 

immediately made them think of home. Maybe it made you think 

of a friend, a parent, or your spouse. Sadly for most people in 

our culture, safety and security are the exclusive properties of 

wealth. We need enough money for a house. We need enough 

money for a car. We need enough money for retirement. The 

list goes on and on. It’s a simple fact of the world we live in: 

Almost all of our basic needs are tied to money. This security 

isn’t just temporary though, it’s outright fleeting.
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James begins his last chapter by warning the “rich” that they 

will quickly lose every luxury that made them comfortable, 

and every dollar they put their trust in. Not only that, but 

those who store up excess wealth will be held accountable for 

depriving others and not treating them fairly.  

Am I telling you to cash out your bank account and quit your 

job? NO! Don’t do that. I am suggesting that we could heed 

James’ warning and use more of our resources for missions and 

outreach, and less on our own luxury. Let’s listen to James and 

use our money generously as a tool instead of depending on 

something temporary when what we need is eternal security.

Today’s focus verse: James 5:1-6

This is how I’m going to live this verse out today:

This is who I’m going to share this lesson with:
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This week our devotions took us back to the book of 
James itself. We focused on specific commands and how 
to practically apply them to our lives so we can be doers 
of the word. Today your campus pastor will outline the 
relationship between faith and works. This topic is crucial 
to Christian living so listen carefully to how these two 
things are opposite sides of the same coin.

ACTION STEP

How will I live out the action step this week?
 

WEEK FOUR: JAMES 2:14-26
DISCUSSION GUIDE: JULY 5, 2026
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SERMON NOTES
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CONNECT DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: WEEK 4

•	 Have you ever had a task that needed doing but just never 
got around to it? Why did you disregard that task? James 
would say it’s because you didn’t really believe it needed to 
be done. Did you just put it off? Did you ever really intend 
to do that task? What’s a chore or task you often disregard 
because you don’t really care about it?

•	 Has your faith ever been strengthened by the actions of 
another person? What inspired you about what they did? 
Did their actions lead you to actions as well?

•	 Read Mark 4 1-20. Jesus says that some people’s faith 
never matures and makes it to action because of different 
life circumstances. Jesus explains why each of the seeds 
never makes it. How can we help people avoid the same 
types of situations as these seeds?

•	 Jesus’ final command to us was to go into all nations and 
share the Gospel. Have you just heard this word or have 
you put action to it? If you’ve never shared your faith, then 
how are you going to be a doer of the word this week?
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